ACT Newsletter March 2021
Spring has sprung and in a recent study it appears that people have
become more aware of the springing, especially in terms of birdsong and
blossom, than in the past and where better to enjoy it than Teignbridge?
And so to the news...

Members’ Forum on Climate and Ecological issues
Our first members’ online event, on
Saturday 27 March, was well
attended and involved panelists
answering questions on personal
and community behaviour change,
use of green spaces, local planning
issues and whether green living will
lead to happier lives.
There was also a really informative
series of online chats amongst the
attendees, with further questions and links to some great resources.
The event recording can be accessed here, using passcode 2$ziF#Ci
please let us know if you would like to see the chat history. Thanks to
everyone who took part.

We need your help
ACT is planning its strategy over the next 6 months and could really do
with some help. We are looking for a few extra people to help out for
perhaps an hour or two a week with either committee or hands-on work.
You don’t have to be an expert in anything; what we need is your
enthusiasm so, if you’d like to get involved, please fill in this
questionnaire with some information about your interests and skills and
we will get back to you.

We are still looking for a Town and Parish Coordinator.
As mentioned last month, we are
looking for someone to help out in
coordinating our work with Town and
Parish Councils across Teignbridge. Full
training, support, and contacting details
will be given.
The successful person will be able to call on the knowledge and support
of all the experts in ACT's various topic groups.
We are applying for funding but hope that someone could start the
project as a volunteer. When we have funding, we envisage this to be an
on-going self-employed role. Please email us for more information.

Have you visited our website recently?
As well as information on the various themes we advise on, from ecology
to energy, there is a wealth of resources to call on. In particular, under
the “Maps & Data” section you’ll find a Current Emissions Map of
Teignbridge which, for each parish, will take you to the emissions
“Impact” tool showing the average household emissions, broken down
into source.

Don’t forget we also have our own Carbon Footprint Tracker, in which
you can record, calculate and track your personal annual emissions and
identify ways in which to reduce them.
Our Wildlife Wardens now have a dedicated website, have a look around
and catch up with the latest News.

Know your Net Zero from your NETs and BECCS
In line with the 2015 Paris
Agreement, many countries have
now pledged to reduce their
emissions to “Net Zero” by 2050 or
thereabouts, but do you know what
the emissions include, or exclude
and how the UK is planning to
actually remove the emissions it’s still producing in 2050 and beyond?
There is a fear amongst scientists and long term campaigners for
emission reductions that what they originally saw, and still see, as the

correct target, “zero carbon”, is being watered down by the anticipation
of technologies that can, instead, deal with emissions for us. For more
information read on…

Devon County Council’s Waste Management consultation
The council wants our views on its “Draft Resource and Waste
Management Strategy for Devon and Torbay”. Please visit the website
and follow the link to complete the simple online questionnaire. The
deadline is 14 April 2021.

Seaspiracy new documentary film
Many have watched
documentaries and
series, like those
narrated by David
Attenborough,
concerning the damage
that we are doing to the
oceans and marine life
but this new Netflix documentary takes it to a new level, uncovering the
harrowing scale of the damage and the criminal activity supporting it,
with the uncompromising conclusion that we should stop fishing.
It’s early days yet but there has already been some adverse commentary
from the organisations criticised in the film however a representative for
the Cornish fishing industry was broadly supportive of the film, although
pointing out that the industrial scale activities uncovered bore little
comparison with local fishing practices. Warning, not suitable for
children.

And finally…
Last month we hoped we’d be able to report some good news on the
Cumbrian coalmine fiasco and whilst there are still those who support
the project, their numbers are dwindling, with government ministers now
being prepared to voice their doubts and kick the can further down the
road.
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