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COP26
In the lead up to, and through,
last month’s COP fortnight, media
and politicians were buzzing with
all things climate, with speeches
emphasising the “last chance” to
make a difference but, as with
any Wimbledon fortnight, it wasn’t
long before attention returned to
other matters.
For a brief summary of key issues, both in and around the COP, see this on
our website.
Also read about Ogwell’s Jessie Stevens and her experience of cycling to
the COP and what she found, and didn’t, when she arrived.

Teignbridge District Council (TDC) - part 3 of the local plan
consultation - sites for renewable energy
ACT plans to respond to the wind
and solar energy section of TDC’s
third part of its consultation on the
local plan. We encourage you to
do the same.
Visit our website to find out more
about these proposals, how to
respond and how to share your
views.

Beach Labyrinth
Back in November around 100 people walked The Labyrinth created on
Teignmouth Beach for the Global
Day of Action for Climate Justice.
Many more watched from the
promenade, with some showing
interest in what it was all about.
Such passive - “what are they up
to?” invitations are a great way to
sow seeds for climate and nature
awareness.

Don’t Look Up based on true events that haven’t happened - yet
If the social and mainstream media
are anything to go by, this latest
Netflix release is everything, nothing
or less than nothing to a wide cross
section of people.
Ironically, that seems to match the
main message of the film that, when
given news of an impending planetary
disaster (in this case a planet-killing comet), the media, leaders, influencers

and, only then, the public, either panic, carry on with business as usual or
deny ie “Don’t Look Up”.
To spoil the intrigue behind “what it’s all about?” eg; a comet about to
destroy Earth or Covid 19, it’s about Climate Change. The writer/director,
Adam McKay, describes it as a dark comedy, but then again, reaction to
that is varied (it is, it’s not, it shouldn’t be). He also hopes that it will make
people reassess their reactions to Climate Change.

ACT Wildlife Wardens
Visit the WW website for the latest Newsletter and catch up with the next
couple of podcasts

House of commons has first Wellbeing Economy debate
On 30 November Caroline Lucas MP led the UK’s first ever Parliamentary
debate on a ‘Wellbeing economy approach to meeting climate goals’. As
she put it; “The GDP figures we’re
using to measure economic success
also measure the rate at which we’re
barrelling towards climate
catastrophe.”
The debate was made possible by
over 65,000 signatures from across
the UK on a petition, to urge the Government and Treasury to prioritise the
health and wellbeing of people and planet, by pursuing a Wellbeing
Economy approach. In her introduction, Caroline Lucas pointed out that, in
the 30-year “net-zero” period to 2050:
“the global economy is set to nearly triple in size. That means three times
more production and consumption than we already have each year. It is
enough of a challenge to decarbonise an economy the size of the current
one in such a short time span; it will be virtually impossible to do it three
times over. If we carry on with growth as usual, then halving emissions by
2030 would require that rich countries like the UK decarbonise their
economies at a rate of more than 12% per year.”

There were supportive contributions from several other MP’s, including
those from devolved administrations, with a government response broadly
in favour of a reduced reliance on GDP growth as a primary metric, but
falling short on policies that would give even parity to wellbeing metrics.
As can be seen from the image of the chamber, the debate was poorly
attended, with no Conservative members contributing, but at least the topic
is now on the record.
The full debate is well worth reading as is the briefing paper used as the
basis for the debate.

Teignbridge Newsletters
Teignbridge District Council provides a number of
newsletters including those for Residents,
Housing, Green spaces, Local plan and
Business. Visit the sign up page for any of these
and to sign up to newsletters and updates from
other councils and government agencies.
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